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his success, however, for during a number of years the
European portion of his Empire engaged his attention. There
was a raid of Patzinaks in 1121 which was not finally repelled
until the following year ; and in 1128 there was a troublesome
war with Hungary. In between these two conflicts in the
north came a long period of discord with Venice. The
Emperors were not averse to ending their dependence on
this dictatorial ally; it had become less essential to them,
owing to the temporary weakness of the Normans in South
Italy and to the revival of the Byzantine fleet, which had
proved its worth in the operations against Antioch. Alexius
had interfered with the Venetian monopoly by granting the
Pisans trading privileges in Constantinople; John not only
renewed these, but even attempted to cancel the privileges
of the Venetians. So, when they fitted out an expedition in
1122 to establish themselves in the Holy Land, they retaliated
on the Emperor by attacking Corfh on the way out, and by
raiding various of the Aegean islands on the return journey.
In 1126 John decided to make peace with them on the old
terms. Clearly they were too dangerous as enemies, and
the incident provided a warning which his successors were not
wise enough to heed.

In 1130 the Emperor was able to resume his eastern policy.
Civil war among the Moslems had prevented them fro
taking advantage of his absence; but though he attempted
to profit by their dissensions, this only had the effect of closing
their ranks against him. At last in 1135 he was able to make
headway by the capture of Gangra and other towns in its
vicinity. He then felt himself sufficiently secure to undertake
the second half of his programme, in which Antioch was the
objective. Since the victory of Alexius, the Armenians under
Thoros I and Leo I had recovered the chief towns in Cilicia,
and had successfully defended them against the princes of
Antioch. John invaded Cilicia in 1137 with complete success;
the towns were recaptured, and Leo was taken prisoner.
For eight years the Armenians were without a prince, and
Cilicia was a Greek province.

This brought John face to face with the principality of Asserts his
Antioch, which had changed hands several times since Bohe-
mond had left it to its fate.   Tancred had died in 1112, and
his nephew and successor, Roger, was killed in battle in 1119.